Spartan Daily, October 13, 2021 by San Jose State University, School of Journalism and Mass Communications





Homecoming brings together current  students, faculty, and staff, 
and welcomes  alumni back to campus in celebration of Spartan Pride 
at San Jose State University. Over the years, Homecoming has become 
an annual tradition encompassing a week of fun-filled events aimed 
at showcasing school spirit. 
Go, Spartans!
tinyurl.com/sjsuhomecoming2021
View the full schedule at:
By Madilynne Medina & 
Christine Stevens
NEWS EDITOR & STAFF WRITER
Latinx entrepreneurs join panel to discuss US economic disparities
Bay Area Proud Boys recruitment stickers 
were found scattered on the walls inside 
San Jose State’s West Parking Garage on 
San Salvador and Fourth streets Monday. 
Business administration senior Ricky, who 
chose to only go by his first name for privacy 
concerns, was walking in the garage to his 
finance class around noon Monday when he 
saw the recruitment stickers plastered on  the 
walls of the garage’s third floor. 
“I was pretty surprised that [Proud Boys 
would] be at SJSU because I’m familiar with 
the group and what they stand for,” Ricky said 
in a phone call. “I don’t think that it reflects 
SJSU’s values at all.” 
Those in the all-male group aim to 
restore masculinity and be “harbingers” of 
Judeo-Christian values that’ve been corrupted 
by “Feminism, Socialism, Communism, 
Critical Race Theory, Post Modernism, 
Progressivism, Gender Theory, Secularism 
and the Deification of Science,” according to 
its website.
Kenneth Mashinchi, senior director of 
strategic communications and media, said 
the university is aware of posters on campus 
and condemns incitement of fear and hate 
speech and/or activities perpetrated by 
groups including the Proud Boys. 
Two stickers, one on the East San Salvador 
Street-facing door and the other stuck to 
a wall, were on the second floor, about 
seven stickers were on the third floor and 
three were on the garage’s fourth floor as 
of Monday.
One of the stickers in the 3-C area of the 
garage was covered by a smaller, circular 
sticker depicting a dove in front of flames 
with the phrase “no justice, no peace.” 
The slogan was first used in the ’80s in 
New York City protests against racist police 
violence and was most recently used by those 
supporting the Black Lives Matter movement, 
according to a July 15, 2020 Santa Clara 
University Markkula Center for Applied 
Ethics article.
The Markkula Center for Applied Ethics 
is an organization that promotes the use 
of ethics to solve real-world problems, 
according to its website.
Some of the recruitment stickers featured 
the symbol of a rooster atop the group’s name 
surrounded by 20 stars while others had a 
QR code that directs those who see it to the 
Bay Area Proud Boys website. 
The Southern Poverty Law Center, a 
U.S. nonprofit legal advocacy organization 
that specializes in civil rights, considers the 
They claim to be pro-free speech but in reality what that 
means is pro-hate speech for them. Of course I believe in 
free speech but when that speech is inciting violence toward 
minorities then it shouldn’t be allowed or tolerated at all.
Ricky
business administration senior
Extremist fl yers found on campus
A Bay Area Proud Boys recruitment flyer sticks to a second floor wall of the San Jose State Fourth Street Garage on Fourth and San Salvador streets Tuesday.
The Latino Community 
Foundation hosted a hybrid 
discussion Tuesday with an 
all-female panel of entrepreneurs 
and advocates of the Latinx 
community at the Mexican 
Heritage Plaza in East San Jose 
to discuss inclusivity in the 
U.S. economy. 
The Latino Community 
Foundation started as  a 
grassroots, San Francisco-based 
organization founded in 1989 to 
increase workplace donations to 
Latinx organizations, which has 
since expanded to an independent 
statewide foundation with 
the largest network of Latinx 
philanthropists in the U.S., 
according to its website. 
Ricardo Jara, senior 
communications director 
for the Latino Community 
Foundation, said more than 320 
people registered online for the 
“El Poder Latino: Rebuilding a Just 
Economy for California,” panel 
and about 100 people stayed until 
the end of the event’s livestream. 
Adriana Saldivar, Latino 
Community Foundation program 
manager, said she chose to host 
the event at the Mexican Heritage 
Plaza because she originally 
envisioned the event as a festival 
with street vendors and music. 
Saldviar said the organization 
decided to host the event in person 
and remotely because of concerns 
surrounding the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
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Claudia Arroyo, Kimberly Gudino, Vanessa Karel and Adriana Saldivar discuss Latinx entrepreneurship.
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Proud Boys a hate group, according to its 
Proud Boys webpage.
“I’m really all for allowing people to 
support what they want to support,” applied 
computational math junior Theodore Ly 
said. “But I strongly believe the Proud Boys 
movement has turned into just one of just 
racism.” 
The group’s values including minimal 
government, pro-free speech, closed 
borders, maximum freedom, “venerating 
the housewife” and pro-gun rights were 
advertised in the flyers on campus. 
Ricky said he deems the Proud Boys 
as a white supremacist group that uses 
“dog whistles,” which he described as phrases 
that encompass more controversial ideas.
“They said closed borders, which really 
means anti-immigrant,” Ricky said. “So they 
won’t explicitly say that they’re racist but they 
use hidden messages that you can kind of tell 
[they’re racist].” 
Ricky said it was odd the group was 
recruiting on campus because of the diverse 
student population. 
About 34% of the student population is 
Asian, 28% Hispanic/Latinx, 15% white, 
3% Black, .5% Native Hawaiian or other 
Pacific Islander and .1% Native American 
or Alaskan Native, according to an SJSU 
Institutional Research office Fall 2020 
database.
Ricky said the group could be scouting 
for people of color to present an inclusion 
facade. 
“White supremacy isn’t just limited to just 
white people,” he said. “They are also known 
for using token members so that they can 
just point to them and say, ‘we’re not racist 
because we have these members.’ ” 
He said he felt safe on campus before 
he saw the stickers but feels less safe now 
because he didn’t know they were active in 
San Jose. 
Communications senior Genevieve 
Escobedo said she questions the group’s 
agenda and its capabilities. She said the 
possibility that Proud Boys is on campus 
adds to her concerns about safety. 
“Now that I’ve heard about this, it’s also 
just really scary to see what other things 
could they possibly do if they’re recruiting 
people for this group,” Escobedo said.
Mashinchi said while the university is 
aware of the recruitment flyers, no students 
or employees are known to be in the group. 
“We are not aware of any involvement of 
campus affiliates — students or employees — 
in this organization,” Mashinchi said. 
Ricky said he doesn’t believe the group 
should be on campus. 
“They claim to be pro-free speech but in 
reality what that means is pro-hate speech 
for them,” he said. “Of course I believe in 
free speech but when that speech is inciting 
violence toward minorities then it shouldn’t 
be allowed or tolerated at all.” 
Indoor postings must be dated and kept 
to “General Use Bulletin Boards,” according 
to SJSU’s Sept. 30, 2020 Time, Place and 
Manner policies. 
Community members who are found 
violating the policy may face university 
discipline, according to the university 
policies.
Mashinchi said when campus community 
members see postings in violation of the 
policies, they should contact UPD, which 
will then dispose of the postings and repair 
any damages. 
“[The UPD] will then document these 
postings and collect information and 
evidence,” Mashinchi said. “It is important 
to note that while the posting may not be a 
criminal violation, the information collected 
can be useful for the campus to address 
potential climate issues or violations.”
Ricky said while it’s difficult to prevent 
hate groups from recruiting on campus and 
spreading their beliefs as San Jose is a large 
city, the university needs to address the 
issue and speak out publicly against the 
Bay Area Proud Boys. 
“They don’t condemn it at all with public 
statements or anything like that,” Ricky said. 
“So I think it should be stronger spoken 
about far-right groups like this.”
A Bay Area Proud Boys sticker is covered by another sticker depicting a dove and fi re 
with the slogan “no justice, no peace,” which is a phrase used in social justice protests.
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The panelists discussed the 
contributions Latinx community 
members have made to the 
U.S. economy, celebrating the 
“power and vision” of Latina 
entrepreneurs and analyzing their 
critical roles in rebuilding the 
U.S. economy.  
Latino Community Foundation 
CEO Jacqueline Martinez Garcel 
said Latinx individuals have 
contributed $2.7 trillion to the 
U.S. economy and are two times 
more likely to open a business. 
She added that from 
2007-17, Latinx individuals 
opened businesses 11% faster 
than their peers. 
“When Latinos open a business, 
they open up a home,” Martinez 
Garcel said. 
Marlene Orozco, Stanford 
Latino Entrepreneurship 
Initiative lead research analyst, 
was the only panelist to join 
the discussion remotely and 
presented statistics regarding 
Latinx entrepreneurship. 
Between 2009-19, the number 
of Latinx business owners grew 
34% compared to 1% for all 
U.S. business owners, according to 
Stanford Latino Entrepreneurship 
Initiative statistics.
From 2018-19, Latinx-owned 
businesses reported a 14% average 
revenue growth, outpacing the 
U.S. economy’s growth, according 
to the statistics.
Orozco said Latinx individuals 
are significantly less likely to 
get their fundings approved by 
national banks as the odds of 
loan approvals are 91% lower 
for Latinx.
“We have found that one way 
to mitigate the challenges is 
through a supportive business 
ecosystem,” Orozco said during 
the panel, adding that a business 
ecosystem is a network of 
individuals and organizations 
that work together toward shared 
goals to facilitate learning.
Orozco said while the statistics 
show Latinx entrepreneurs have 
a large role in the U.S. economy, 
white-owned businesses are more 
likely to have their funding needs 
and requests met compared to 
Latinx-owned businesses.
Beatriz Acevedo, panelist and 
SUMA Wealth chief executive 
officer and co-founder, said Latinx 
individuals need mentorship 
and funding access to combat 
economic disparities. 
“It’s our community who is 
launching the most businesses, 
primarily Latinas, but Latinas are 
still the ones with the least access 
to capital and the ones who are at 
the very bottom of the pay gap as 
well,” Acevedo said.
SUMA Wealth is a financial 
inclusion company that takes a 
holistic digital media approach for 
the Latinx community, according 
to its website. 
Acevedo said Latinx business 
owners’ demographic is the 
category of individuals who 
spend the most so funding access 
is critical. 
She said community members 
need to change their mentalities 
from being only consumers to 
being both consumers and 
investors.
“We need to have this 
conversation earlier on, taking 
control of our economic future,” 
Acevedo said. “We will never 
have the power unless we have 
economic power.” 
Several panelists said their 
connections to entrepreneurship 
stem from needs for a just 
economy and staying true to 
their roots. 
Kimberly Gudino, panelist and 
Brown Issues founder, said she’s 
a proud daughter of her mother’s 
business as a street vendor. 
Brown Issues is a local 
nonprofit advocacy group for 
young leaders, according to its 
website.
“Those people, people like my 
mom, made it possible for me 
to achieve my American dream 
and I wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t 
for my mom, if it was not for 
a micro-entrepreneur,” Gudino 
said. “I wouldn’t be here as a 
first step, as a first generation 
college student.” 
A micro-entrepreneur is 
defined as someone who operates 
a small scale entrepreneur, 
according to Dictionary.com.
Many of the Latinx 
panelists said they decided 
to be entrepreneurs to create 
opportunities for themselves.
Panelist and Greether founder 
Vanessa Karel said she created 
the Greether, a networking app 
for female travelers, to fill a 
need for people facing similar 
challenges.
Karel said after graduating 
from college, she accumulated a 
large amount of debt because of 
the lack of knowledge she had 
about loans and finding jobs. 
Karel said as she traveled to 
Morocco, she wanted to find a 
way to network with other female 
travelers to feel safe, which 
sparked her idea to start the tech 
startup.
“I was like ‘I’m gonna open 
doors for myself ’ and I went 
ahead and I decided if they’re not 
gonna give me an opportunity, 
I’m going to create an opportunity 
for myself,” she said. 
Adriana Saldivar said the goal 
was to have a “motivating panel” 
and she felt all the panelists had 
strong stories, which she hoped 
would call on the audience to take 
subsequent steps in their lives.  
“Really, intrapreneurship 
exists in all of us at every phase,” 
Saldivar said. 
She said when creating the 
event, the organization prioritized 
“storytelling and narrative 
change.” 
“We need the directly 
[affected] people at the forefront 
of any conversation that we 
have,” Saldivar said. “Having data 
is good and having experts is 
great, but nobody knows best, 
and the leaders on the ground are 
the people that are themselves, 
entrepreneurs.”
Follow the Spartan Daily on 
Twitter @SpartanDaily
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Racially diverse true crime is expanding
My true crime journey began with the story of 
Jacob Wetterling. Eleven-year-old Wetterling, a 
sandy-haired white boy with blue eyes, was kidnapped at 
gunpoint near his home in St. Joseph, Minnesota in front 
of his brother and three friends in October 1989. 
He quickly became the specter who haunted all 
Minnesota children. 
Th e score that played under my childhood was all 
warnings and admonitions. Don’t go anywhere without 
an adult, don’t talk to strangers: you could disappear 
like Wetterling. 
Talk to any kid from Minnesota and they can tell you 
where they were standing when they heard the news that 
aft er nearly three decades of anguish, Wetterling’s body 
was fi nally found. 
But they won’t know the name Layla Bajinka. 
Bajinka, age 12, and her older sister Legacy, age 14, are 
both Black. Th ey both disappeared on Sept. 5 in Edina, 
Minnesota. Th ough Layla and Legacy remain missing 
and are listed by Missing Persons Center as “endangered,” 
their stories have received little local attention and no 
national press. 
Th e Missing Persons Center is the worldwide reporting 
center for missing persons.
With the recent disappearance and death of white 
22-year-old Gabby Petito, the true crime community once 
again faces the glaring disparity in coverage of missing 
white people versus missing people of color. 
While Petito made national news and the top suspect 
in her homicide, boyfriend Brian Laundrie, dominated 
news cycles for days, the disappearances of Black men and 
women including Jelani Day and Daniel Robinson barely 
register with law enforcement. 
Day was an Illinois State graduate student who was 
reported missing on Aug. 25. While massive searches 
for Petito combed the Wyoming desert for any sign of 
her, Day’s mother struggled to get police to put together 
enough resources and offi  cers to search for her son. Day 
was later found dead in the Illinois river. 
Robinson is still missing and his father insists that the 
search for his son is not being taken seriously because 
law enforcement continues to operate under the 
assumption that Robinson is missing of his own volition, 
even though his car, wallet and keys were found in a 
ravine in Buckeye, Arizona. 
In a phenomenon referred to as “missing white woman 
syndrome,” cases like Petito’s are covered extensively 
while people of color are excluded from mainstream true 
crime coverage. 
Disappearances and murders oft en depend on 
information from the public to be solved, and this 
phenomenon sets a dangerous criteria for whose cases 
matter enough to get closure, according to a Friday article 
by Th e New Yorker.  
While true crime began with shows including 
“America’s Most Wanted” and “Dateline,” independent 
content creators and podcasters including Candice 
Grimes of “Crime Noir” are changing the landscape of 
the obsession.
“As most people know, there’s a race issue within our 
country,” Grimes said in a Zoom call. “A lot of times 
people have a hard time empathizing and sympathizing 
with people that don’t look like them. And I think that 
is one of the issues in the disparity of coverage between 
Black and white missing people or white missing 
women, specifi cally. I don’t think the audience relates to a 
Black woman disappearing.” 
Th e Crime Noir podcasting and social media content 
focuses on the disappearances and unsolved murders of 
Black victims including Day, Robinson and Kier Soloman, 
a Black transgender woman who was found shot to death 
in her car in Arlington, Texas on Sept. 30. 
“I think the focus needs to be on everybody receiving 
the same amount of coverage. If I go missing today, 
I would love the same energy that Gabby Petito has 
received,” Grimes said. “If my brother went missing, 
I would want him to have the same energy, coverage, 
sleuthing that she received as well.”
Grimes added while some argue Petito’s case doesn’t 
deserve the attention it has received, she feels Petito’s case 
warranted the intense coverage it garnered. However, she 
also believes everyone of all races, genders and levels of 
ability or disability deserve the same amount of care and 
attention. 
Th is is a sentiment shared by Petito’s father. 
“If you don’t do that for other people that are missing, 
that’s a shame because it’s not just Gabby that deserves 
that. So look to yourselves on why that’s not being done,” 
Joe Petito said at a Sept. 28 news conference.
Andre Matthews of podcast “Bruh, Issa Murder” said 
she fi rst noticed the lack of media coverage for Black 
victims when he was 12 years old and his cousin, Amara 
Atkins, was murdered in Philadelphia in 2008. 
“I noticed that the media in our local area of Philly 
wasn’t talking about it, it wasn’t picked up,” Matthews said 
in a Zoom call. 
Matthews said cases including the 1996 murder of 
JonBenet Ramsey, a six-year-old American child beauty 
queen, still get national attention because media outlets 
know the public is fascinated by her case and any 
documentary made about her will certainly be watched, 
and will therefore make money. 
“Bigger media, the news stations, they know what is 
going to get attention,” Matthews said.
“It goes back to the ‘less dead’ aspect when you have 
people of color, sex workers and the houseless. People 
look over those people.”
Th e “less dead” are marginalized people who are 
devalued and dehumanized even while living, according 
to forensic psychology consultant Eric Hickey’s 
“Encyclopedia of Murder and Violent Crime.”  
Th anks to podcasts, a genre typically thought of as 
being about and for white women is turning its gaze on 
the cases of people who’re as ignored and neglected in 
death as they are in life. 
Podcasts aren’t like billion dollar media conglomerates. 
Th ey’re easy and cheap to produce and can reach a 
massive audience through social media in a small span 
of time. 
Podcasting has become a leveling mechanism, 
creating a more even playing fi eld and desaturating 
the media stories about missing white women, turning 
people’s attention to cases of missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and people who are referred to as the 
“less dead.” 
Investigative podcasts have even assisted in solving 
cases. Season 2 of the podcast “Missing and Murdered” 
solved the disappearance of Plains Cree First Nation child, 
Cleo Semaganis Nicotine. 
Semaganis Nicotine and her siblings were taken into 
foster care and adopted out to diff erent white families 
in part of what is now known as the “ ’60s Scoop,” during 
which thousands of First Nations children were removed 
from their homes by the Canadian government and 
placed with white families in Canada and the U.S. in an 
eff ort to “assimilate” them, according to episode 1 of 
the podcast.
In “Murdered and Missing: Finding Cleo,” Cree 
journalist and podcaster Connie Walker discovered 
that aft er being adopted to a white family in America, 
Semaganis Nicotine died by suicide aft er shooting herself 
at the age of 13. 
She was desperate to go home to Saskatchewan and 
for decades her scattered siblings thought she had been 
murdered while trying to hitchhike home. 
Th ey fi nally received answers when Walker discovered 
Semaganis Nicotine’s grave. 
Certainly, the true crime genre is still dominated by 
white content creators including Karen Kilgariff  and 
Georgia Hardstark of “My Favorite Murder,” which 
receives 35 million downloads per month. 
However, even huge platforms like My Favorite Murder 
have turned attention to the unsolved disappearances 
and murders of people of color, and have given attention 
to other podcasts centered around missing and murdered 
Black and Indigenous women and children including 
Th e Fall Line, which was part of My Favorite Murder’s 
Exactly Right network for three and a half years. 
Yes, the true crime genre and mainstream media have a 
long way to go before coverage of missing and murdered 
people of color reaches the level of coverage instantly 
gained by missing white women like Gabby Petito. 
However, the true crime genre is far from being a genre 
for and about white women. 
True crime has always intrigued the most vulnerable 
people who might be written off  by the media and law 
enforcement because of their race, occupation and 
socioeconomic status. 
Racially diverse true crime content creators are 
forcing the larger true crime community to focus on the 
murders of Black, Indigenous, Latinx, transgender and 
disabled people in growing podcast channels and social 
media platforms. 
True crime fanatics and content creators are making 
the U.S. face the systemic injustices that allow their 
disappearances and murders to go unnoticed. 
Follow Amani on Twitter 
@Amani_Marie_
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17. Spanish for “Friend”
18. Air force heroes
19. Not false
20. Edible marine gastropod
22. Monster
23. Stylish, in the 60’s
24. Start
26. Law offi cer
30. Long-necked wading bird
32. Extraterrestrial
33. Whirlpool
37. Deliver a tirade
38. Related to tides













60. Found on a fi nger









5. Frosty was one
6. Rise
7. Fit snugly into
8. Cain’s brother
9. America’s favorite pastime
10. To a complete degree
11. Welsh dog
12. Grieve
13. Type of sword 
21. Charged particle
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Vulnerability separates pop artist 
ILLUSTRATION BY JOVANNA OLIVARES
Sam Fender is familiar with deadbeat 
towns where broken couches are left out 
on lawns, families are living paycheck 
to paycheck and local bars swell with 
yelling from drunken fights. 
His music often reflects what it was 
like growing up in the small town of 
North Shields, U.K. 
Fender, an indie-rock artist from 
England, has been releasing singles 
since 2017.
In his 2019 debut album, “Hypersonic 
Missiles,” he sings about the “poor souls 
sleeping on shop front doors” and the 
“mass of filth and rubbish outside the 
houses” in “Leave Fast.” 
He focused his album on helpless 
people around him who are trying their 
best to survive, and it was a devastating 
reflection of his hometown.
If Hypersonic Missiles was his 
impression on running away from his 
hometown, his latest album “Seventeen 
Going Under” that released Friday is 
about him going back to confront those 
very reasons and making amends with 
his childhood. 
In contrast to speaking about the 
desperation that surrounded him, he 
turns inward and tells us his experience 
escaping the grip of a small town where 
people rarely manage to leave.
Fender returns home after realizing 
his past isn’t easy to escape. Seventeen 
Going Under narrates him confronting 
generational trauma, the mistakes he 
made as a young man and finding a way 
to come out of all that feeling OK. 
On the title track, he sings “I was far 
too scared to hit him but I would hit him 
in a heartbeat now” as he discovers the 
anger he so desperately wanted to let go 
of is still present and is perhaps stronger 
than ever. The person he once was is still 
part of who he is now, despite his efforts 
to run away from his past. 
With a catchy guitar melody, the title 
track hooks listeners as he tells us the 
story of his teenage years. Unflinchingly 
honest and vulnerable, Fender describes 
how he would wear a grin to hide the 
sadness brewing within him. 
The narrative continues on the song 
“Getting Started” as he sings about 
witnessing his mother struggling to 
make ends meet and the responsibilities 
he had to take on at a young age to make 
money for his family. 
As he repeats “I’m only getting started,” 
It perfectly encapsulates 
the dilemma of the 
working class. Is it 
better to be ignored 
or hated? 
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a gentle saxophone plays in 
the background of addictive 
guitars. The saxophone adds a 
touch of hope and Fender holds 
on to the belief they’ll be OK. 
With such powerful 
lyrics about his lower-class 
childhood, it’s hard to stay away 
from the polarizing topic of 
wealth inequality. But, Fender 
is no stranger to criticizing the 
current political climate. 
The Hypersonic Missiles 
title track includes Fender 
sarcastically singing “God bless 
America and all of its allies. I’m 
not the first to live with wool 
over my eyes.” 
It’s a slap in the face to 
the listener as he continues 
to sing about the U.S. and other 
powerful countries deciding 
to drop hypersonic missiles 
on the rest of the world. 
Similarly in “Aye” off of 
his latest album, he sings; 
“They watched Jackie pick up 
Kennedy’s head. They watched 
kids go to Epstein’s bed. They 
watched Hollywood whitewash 
remake movies.” 
It’s an even more brutal 
contemplation of the current 
state of our society. 
Fender is fearless in his 
political commentary. He 
doesn’t give a shit about the 
controversy that might arise 
because of the lyrics. 
It’s refreshing to hear an artist 
be this brutal in their lyrics. 
Fender dissipates any 
indication he might follow 
the steps taken by British 
singer-songwriters George 
Ezra or Ed Sheeran. Instead of 
writing generic pop melodies, 
Fender stands apart because of 
his fearless lyricism. 
Fender makes blunt 
proclamations to a simple 
clap beat on “Aye.” Instead of 
following the normal structure 
of a song, Fender changes it 
up by having two different 
choruses. 
The first chorus repeats 
“hate the poor’’ again and again, 
hitting harder every time the 
phrase is repeated. The next 
chorus blatantly exposes the 
wealthy elite’s ignorance as he 
sings “they have never had time 
for me and you.” 
The decision to have different 
choruses works to his advantage 
because the lyrics reflect the 
different ways poverty is viewed 
around the world: either you 
have a disdain for the poor or 
you ignore them. 
It perfectly encapsulates the 
dilemma of the working class. 
Is it better to be ignored or 
hated? 
Fender continues this 
dissection of the working class 
as the song concludes. He 
yells “I’m not a fucking patriot 
anymore, I’m not a fucking 
singer anymore, I’m not a 
fucking liberal anymore.” 
Fender indicates the 
working class is too tired to be 
anything else but poor. They 
don’t have the time or the 
energy to be political. 
He feels alienated and tired 
of the labels. He ends the song 
with one word, “Aye,” which 
is slang for “yes.” That is all 
the working class has energy 
for: to say yes. They find it easier 
to agree with the policies of the 
political candidates speaking to 
their bases than seeing through 
their lies. 
Despite how deeply his 
political songs cut, Fender is 
most potent when he sings 
about himself. 
On “Level ler,”  he 
heartbreakingly sings: “We 
are the scum who overstayed 
their welcome. Scribed on 
the walls in the back lane by 
my flat. Teenage premonitions 
of Armageddon.” 
These are the kids who are 
ignored and neglected, even by 
their own parents. 
Fender’s songwriting is most 
powerful when he’s painting a 
picture of his life. He is brave 
in his vulnerability in a time 
when it is seen as acceptable 
for men to get in touch with 
their emotions. 
Fender has been this way 
all along. Hypersonic Missiles 
saw him singing about grief but 
with a mix of political anthems 
and hopeful tunes for the 
working class. 
In Seventeen Going Under, 
Fender paints a compelling, 
complete narrative of his life 
that builds on every single 
track. It’s political at times but 
even more personal. 
We get under his skin and 
in his head to understand what 
it is that makes us human. It’s 
being vulnerable, brave and 
going under to confront what 
makes you uncomfortable. 
Fender went under to discover 
who he was at seventeen. 
Seventeen Going Under begs 
the question: are you brave 



















































The Spartan Daily prides 
itself on being the San 
Jose State community’s 
top news source. New 
issues are published every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday throughout the 
academic year and online 
content updated daily. 
The Spartan Daily is 
written and published by 
San Jose State students 
as an expression of their 
First Amendment rights. 
Reader feedback may be 
submitted as letters to the 









































The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have made 
such an error,  please send 
an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion 
of individual writers and 
not that of the Spartan Daily. 
Editorials refl ect 
the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board, which 









We get under his skin and in his head 
to understand what it is that makes us 
human. It’s being vulnerable, brave and 
going under to confront what makes 
you uncomfortable. 
